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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
. the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nagano et al. (US 6,388,765) in view of Suzuki et al. (US 6,480,297). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 1 Nagano et al teach a data processing apparatus comprising: 
input means for inputting data (user's input); creation means for creating a file on the 
basis of the data input by said input means (personal computers 2) (col. 2, lines 47-52), 
the file having a plurality of pages (page counter 36 is increased by one), and a page 
attribute and end information representing an end of data for each page (unique code) 
(col. 2, lines 47-52); transmission means for transmitting the file created by said creation 
means (transmitted to the printer device from each personal computer 2) (col. 2, lines 
66-67 and col. 3, lines 1-2).; 

Nagano et al fail to teach an addition means (insertion of the unique code) for, 
when file creation by said creation means is interrupted, adding end information at 
interrupt time, wherein when file creation by said creation means is interrupted, said 
transmission means transmits the file added by said addition means. 

Suzuki et al teach an apparatus where file creation by said creation means is 
interrupted (when an interrupt request for the used of the image forming means 18 is 
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received through the host bridge 82, while a job command to image form a plurality of 
pages is executed, the executing command is temporarily stopped at the end of the 
concerned page) (col. 13, lines 53-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Suzuki to add the unique code to the interrupted page being transmitted to the printer 
device from the personal computer to identify that page as being the last one being 
transmitted. 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Nagano et al fail to teach an apparatus, wherein said input 
means inputs the data from a reader for reading an image on an original to generate 
data representing the image. 

Suzuki et al teach an apparatus, wherein said input means inputs the data from a 
reader for reading an image (image reading means 1 1 ) on an original to generate data 
representing the image (in the image reading means 1 1 , an image of the document is 
read and image data is obtained) (col. 5, lines 47-59). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Suzuki to generate the image data by reading the original image and the added unique 
code created by the creation means. 

5. Regarding Claim 4, Nagano et al fail to teach an apparatus, wherein said 
apparatus further comprises an operation section for inputting a manual instruction by a 
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user and the interrupt is executed on the basis of an interrupt instruction from said 
operation section. 

Suzuki et al teach an apparatus, wherein said apparatus further comprises an 
operation section for inputting a manual instruction by a user and the interrupt is 
executed on the basis of an interrupt instruction from said operation section (the host 
bridge 82 is connected to the data bus 28 and to the data bus 28, the personal 
computer communication substrate 27 which is connected to the personal computer 102 
and the image data is sent from the PC) (col. 13, lines 66-67 and col. 14, lines 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Suzuki to input to allow for manual interrupt instruction by the user via the personal 
computer 102. 

6. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . 

7. Claims 10 and 17 are rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

8. Claims 15, 16, 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nagano et al. (US 6,388,765) in view of Ota et al. (US 6, 785,013). 

9. Regarding Claim 15, Nagano et al teach an apparatus comprising: input means 
(user's input) for inputting data in units of pages (page counter 36 is increased by one), 
creation means for creating a file (personal computers 2) (col. 2, lines 47-52), the file 
having a page attribute and end information representing an end data for each page 
(unique code) (col. 2, lines 47-52); and transmission means for transmitting the data 
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created by said creation means (transmitted to the printer device from each personal 
computer 2) (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col. 3, lines 1-2). 

Nagano et al fail to teach storage means for storing a plurality of data input by 
said input means; selection means for selecting a plurality of data from the plurality of 
data stored by said storage means; creation means for creating a file from the plurality 
of data selected by said selection means. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus comprising; storage means for storing a plurality of 
data input by said input means (document image management server 30); selection 
means for selecting a plurality of data from the plurality of data stored by said storage 
means (video image data from documents to be copied are to be transferred to the 
capture controller) (col. 4, lines 35-54); creation means for creating a file from the 
plurality of data selected by said selection means (file mode) (col. 4, lines 35-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Ota to create a file according to the file mode so certain documents can be stored in the 
document image management server 30. 

10. Regarding Claim 16, Nagano et al fail to teach an apparatus, wherein said 
creation means creates a file according to an order selected by said selection means. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus, wherein said creation means creates a file 
according to an order selected by said selection means (file mode) (col. 4, lines 35-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
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Ota to create a file according to the file mode so certain documents can be stored in the 
document image management server 30. 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 8, Nagano et al fail to teach an apparatus, wherein said 
creation means creates a file with an M-TIFF or PDF format. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus, wherein said creation means creates a file with an 
M-TIFF or PDF format (the TIF process 28 can generate data files in a tag image file 
format (TIFF)) (col. 8, lines 54-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teaching of 
Ota to create a file with M-TIFF or PDF since that is the standard image format by 
adobe. 

12. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected for the same reason as claim 15. 

13. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagano et al and Suzuki et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ota et 
al(US 6, 785,013). 

14. Regarding Claim 3, Nagano et al and Suzuki et al fail to teach an apparatus, 
wherein said creation means creates a file with an M-TIFF or PDF format. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus, wherein said creation means creates a file with an 
M-TIFF or PDF format (the TIF process 28 can generate data files in a tag image file 
format (TIFF)) (col. 8, lines 54-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano and Suzuki with the 
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teaching of Ota to create a file with M-TIFF or PDF since that is the standard image 
format by adobe. 

15. Regarding Claim 5, Nagano et al and Suzuki et al fail to teach an apparatus, 
wherein said transmission means transmits the data on the basis of a file transfer 
protocol. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus, wherein said transmission means transmits the 
data on the basis of a file transfer protocol (the file transfer process FTR 29 connects to 
the document image management server with an FTP protocol) (col. 8, lines 63-64). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano and Suzuki with the 
teaching of Ota to use FTP protocol since such a protocol is a popular protocol for file 
transfer. 

16. Claim 8, 9, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nagano et al. (US 6,388,765) in view of Ochi et al. (US RE37,272). 

17. Regarding Claim 8, Nagano et al teach a data processing apparatus comprising: 
input means for inputting data (user's input); creation means for creating a file on the 
basis of the data input by said input means (personal computers 2) (col. 2, lines 47-52), 
the file having a plurality of pages (page counter 36 is increased by one), and a page 
attribute and end information representing an end of data for each page (unique code) 
(col. 2, lines 47-52); transmission means for transmitting the file created by said creation 
means (transmitted to the printer device from each personal computer 2) (col. 2, lines 
66-67 and col. 3, lines 1-2). 
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Nagano et al fail to teach a division means for dividing, in units of pages, data to 
be transmitted by transmission means, wherein said division means adds a page 
attribute and end information to each of the divided data, like said creation means, and 
said transmission means sequentially transmits the data divided by said division means. 

Ochi et al teach a division means for dividing, in units of pages, data to be 
transmitted by transmission means (image data is divided and recorded and outputted 
on two sheets) (col. 5, lines 25-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Ochi to add the unique code to the divided data pages being transmitted to the printer 
device from the personal computer to identify that page as being the last one being 
transmitted. 

18. Regarding Claim 9, Nagano et al fail to teach an apparatus, wherein said division 
means divides an amount of data when the data input by said input means exceeds a 
predetermined data amount. 

Ochi et al teach an apparatus, wherein said division means divides an amount of 
data when the data input by said input means exceeds a predetermined data amount 
(image data received is larger than the quantity of the data which can be recorded) (col. 
5, lines 25-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano with the teachings of 
Ochi to divide an amount of image data when the data input by said input means 
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exceeds a predetermined data amount so the whole image is outputted on more than 
one page. 

19. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected for the same reason as claim 8. 

20. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nagano 
et al and Ochi et al as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Ota et al (US 
6,785,013). 

21 . Regarding Claim 1 1 , Nagano et al and Ochi et al fail to teach an apparatus, 
wherein said creation means creates a file with an M-TIFF or PDF format. 

Ota et al teach an apparatus, wherein said creation means creates a file with an 
M-TIFF or PDF format (the TIF process 28 can generate data files in a tag image file 
format (TIFF)) (col. 8, lines 54-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Nagano and Ochi with the 
teaching of Ota to create a file with M-TIFF or PDF since that is the standard image 
format by adobe. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

22. Claim 12 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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